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BEC BRIEFING 19 Jamguary 1958

CHINESE OFFSHORE ISLARDS

PACOM review(s) completed.

Ii. Chinese (ommur ists are expected to follow their capture
of Ichiasg islasd (18 January) with further assavlts
an islands of Tachen group.

A. Sealler outlyisg islands of Tachens command--
Yusban to portheast, Pishan and Msnchisban to
pouthwegt--are in jismediate dasger. These held
by tetal of 2,500 regulars (all or RNanchishan)
and 3,150 gnﬁrrillss.‘

B. Communist assaults or tvo pripcipal islands of
Tachen group---Upper Tecten and Lower Tachen,
garrisoned by 10,000 regulars and 2,750
guerrillas-~-sls0 possible ati any iinc.

€. Commpunists uay also renewy operations agalust

Quency islands to south.

B. Chinese Nationalisis, aware that Communists are
capable of talking any or z2il offshore islands
againet Nations.iisti opposition aloune, may be
considering evacuation of garrisons, beginning

with Tachens,

ChiComm troops (reported at 3,000 by ki Nat press),

wpported by air and nea, landed on Ichilang, heid by
»000 Chi Wat guerriliss, at 1435 (0135 Washingtos time)
1 18 Japuary. Ichiang apparently ceptured less than

hours later.
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Landinge followed morming air attacks (at least €0
sorties) on Ychiarpg and Tachens by ChiCom fighters
and hombers. After erir strikes, Communist
artillery on Toumen shelled lchiang, started
"intepse Tirec" (according to MAAG), apparentily
softened zarrison tefore attack.

Fnull extent of Tacher losses during heavy air :

zdtds on 18 and 19 January not yet kaown, but

dbelieved hard hit. 25X1
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say 70 tons of relief supplies given Tachen
garrison as Tmas ¢ift fromw American relief
gocietier were festroyed. C(ommunist IL-10
attack bombers focused their 1E January attacks
on Tacher radar, tut whether rrdar destroyed not
known,

BAAC advicer on Tactens (who observed attack)
says landing force arrived ia four LSH and @

LC¥ plus "many jusks and Ccther vessels, Other
reports conflict on numbers and types of ships.
Invasion force apparestly came Irom Touwen
Island, five wiles porth of Ickiang, and was
supported Yty several unaval vesssls, presumkbly
gunboats and pstrol craft. Two or three Irigates
{PE types) may 2lso have been involved, according

uncon 25X1
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Landings made op sorth mide and west coast of
North Ichisng and on westerz side of South
Ichiang =t 1435 (Far East time), communications
betweer Tachens and Ichiang garrison cut five
migutes later. Pelping aonounced invasion begun
at 140{, lchiang ”libefateé“ at 1800. Tachen
command “wrote off’ Ichismg at 1700.

Successiwl Ichiapg invasion remarkable for speed
of accomplishment. lchiang coastal terrain 1is
steep, cliffs rocky; operation must have been
essentially scaling effort. MAAG says attack
was ‘excellently co-ordinated and carried out.”
With capture of Ichiang, Chiloms ¢an mount
artillery against Tachens, just 7-1/2 wmiles away.
Usisg 100mm or 122mwm guns, Comms could hit
targets on both Tachens and in harbor between;
with 105wm guns, could hit Upper Taches and harbor.

111, Attack on Ichiang came almost without warning.
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Oa morning of 18th, HAAG reported air raeids, noted
clesr weather, sald (owmunist shipeg active in ares,.

However, they saw "mo indications of amphibious
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Iitectivesess of Chitom planning and securlity
applies to other Nationalist-held isiands,
4ny or all couid be simsilarly pit with iittle

or 1o warning.

I¥. Situation now ripe for Communist lovasion of othsr

A

islands is Tachen group.

Communigt artillery has been shelling FPishan,

356 miles S¥ maip Tachens, and MAAG has reported
‘gany LhiCom ships’ near Fishan, #eid by X,500
Nationalist guerrillas, Fishan could not with-
stand as attack similar to that made on Ichiang.
Ba4G hae sigo reported ChiCom boat concentrations
sear Yushan, 35 miles NL maip Tacbens, and has
suggested Yushan may So0B CcOme under attack.

RAAG reported approximately 1,000 Junks
approaching Tachens from west on ig January. Junks
later said to be engaged in tishing operations,
but fishing would pravide good cover for an
ipvesien force. Commusist artillery on Chikushan,
% miles S5V main Tachens, reported by MaAG to have
shelled Tachens oun 18 January.

¥ith heavy ChiCom air attacks continaiung, with
ChiCom naval forces operating unchallenged :in
area, and with more than enough ChiCom troops
available to overwhelm Tacheng, attack could come

at any timg,
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The Chi Kat delense ministry belisves ChiCoss will soon
resatensify operations near (uemoys 1o diveri HNationalist

aaval forces fiom Tacien area.

Nationaiists are risking further iosses oif aejor naval
vessels by sending to Tachens two destroyers and three
dastroyer-escorts,

A, This 13 breave last-resort zmessure to break up
possible Communist invesion lleets, and might be
of some help,

B. Hovever, Communists have air superiority im
area apd Fationalist ships will be vuluerabie
to sir action duriag daylight bhours.

€. Bhips might also be hit by Communist torpedo
boats, which have twice sunk major Wei vessels.

Situation of Nationalist garriscor in Tachens blesk.

A. Adegquate air support has not been prowvided, naval
commender has refured obey orders, plamned level of
supplies not reached. <(ritical items asre meats,
cooking oils, some types of ammunition.

B. <C(ommunist sheliing of Tachen harbor--wiich was
regsumed Oon 18 January--could make harbor umussble

for further supply operations,
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Tachens commander reported "near Jdespair” week
ago, morale of entire garrison probebly lew
after 16-1p January attscks.

Garrison might fail to reuisi if Communists

wake large-scale landiug.

{hiang Bai-shek ma, be comsiderimg, or may sSO0L LoD~

sider, witnhdrawal of Tachens garrison.

A.

LoEs

L 240

LOoss

dowever, time for cffective evacuation of
garrison may have passed.

Buless US forces were to cover cevacaation,
Communists could wake bloody fiasco of it.
of Tachens would be blow to morale on Yormosa,

though islands have little military importance.

Taipei press reports of “imvasion jitters” there

after 18 Janaary attacik omn Tacheus.

subrequently, expressions of dissppointment and

vexiation at indicatioms U8 7th Fleet will not
protect Tachews or other oifsbore aslands,

Further Communist successes will incresse

Nutioomiist vulperability to Lomuunist propagsnda

inciting defection.

oi ‘Tachens wouid AiS0 meAB Seridous geciine in

Nationaiist prestige, sowe deciine in US prestige,

among friendiy governwentis in rFar k.t asd Uverseas

Chinese,
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A. Bowe of Asisn 'meutrals’ which recognize Peiping
would be ghd to see, or indifferent about,
Ccaaanint capture of Tachens.

B. However, South Korea, Fhilippimes, Thailand,
free states of Isdochiaa, to lesser exient
Japaa, would all be concermed over Communist
ghing, might wonder how far they could count

on US support in esergency.
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